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Special thanks to Mike Smith for his co -operation and assistance

Local Present Military

From Army Brat to Sergeant Major

The Military View
By
Jerry Hogan

During the 1991 Gulf War, a large coalition force from 30 nations, led by the United States

and mandated by the United Nations, attacked through Kuwait and into Irag with the task

of liberating Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion of August 2, 1990. The build -up of this coalition

force and the development of the battle plans started in the fall of 1990. With all of the prob-

lems of language, different operational procedures, national pride, egos of commanders, and

sheer geographical distances for the forces to travel to arrive in the staging areas prior to the

attack, caused many to think it would not be successful. Adding to these problems was the

terrain, the areas that needed to be controlled as the attack progressed, and the deception

pl an that needed to be developed to o0fool 6 't he
scheme of the attacking force.

One of the main terrain related geographical issues was the wide open exposed left flank of

the coalition forces. As the attack would move north through Kuwait and on into Iraq, the

wide open desert terrain of western Iraq offered a severe military challenge to the attacking

force; being oflankeddéd by the enemy as you atte
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this from happening, the US Army 18
sion, the 101 st Airmobile Division, and the French 6
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th Airborne Corps, composed of the 82 Airborne Divi-
th Light Armored Division, augmented by

a US Army Brigade from the 82 nd Airborne Division, was given the task of controlling the

flank and turning the battle into the eastern part of the battle zone.

On February 24, 1991, the ground phase of Operation Desert Storm began. Reconnaissance
units of the French Division advanced into Iraq. The initial objective for the French was an

airfield 90 miles inside Irag. Reinforced by the 82

nd Airborne Brigade, the French crossed the

border unopposed and attacked north. Meeting a division of the Iragi Army, they controlled
the objective and captured 2,500 prisoners. By the end of the first day they had secured their
objective and continued their attack north securing the highways from Baghdad to southern
Irag. The plan had worked; the flank was never uncovered and the objectives were quickly
reached. After 5 days in Irag the French and their US Army Brigade withdrew and the war

for them was over.

Chris Lynch, son of Joe and Connie Lynch of Rock-
wall, was with that Brigade of the 82 nd Airborne Di-
vision attached to the French 6 * Armored Division.
As he says, owe took dowi
total of 5 days in I|Iragq,

Chris, the son of a military father, like many
omilitary bratsdé grew up
born in Boston in 1969 and then proceeded to live in
New Jersey (Fort Monmouth), North Carolina (Fort
Bragg) and then numerous overseas bases in Ger-
many. After attending three different high schools,
he graduated from the Munich (Germany) Ameri-
can High School in 1987 and immediately joined the
Army. Back to the States for Basic training and

then it was to a variety of different assignments as
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an infantryman : Fort Polk, Louisiana; Fort Bragg,

North Carolina; Korea; Fort Benning, Georgia; Boston, Massachusetts; back once again to
Fort Bragg and Fort Benning; and now to Tarleton State University located in Stephenville,

Texas.

In February of 2003 it was back to Iraq but this time as a Platoon Sergeant with the 82

Airborne Division as they fought in Operation Iragi Freedom. This time not only was he re-

sponsible for himself, but he was the senior non

toon of approximately 40 hard charging airborne infantrymen.

-commissioned officer responsible for a pla-

As discussed in past articles, the platoon is the lowest unit where an officer, usually a Lieu-
tenant, is assigned. The platoon is the training ground for these new officers and their

teacher is usually the platoon sergeant. He is an experienced non

-commissioned officer, in

the rank of E -7 (Platoon Sergeant) whose duties range from the welfare of his Soldiers to
platoon leadership to personnel accountability to field operations to counseling to physical

training to maintaining

mor al
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responsible for the lives and the welfare of his men. Working with and under the Lieutenant,
the two of them develop a close cohesiveness and both lead and protect their Soldiers. And
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nothing develops this skill and leadership ability better than being in combat where every
decision has the ability to mean life or death for your fellow Soldiers.

Coming back to the States in February of 2004, SFC Lynch, promoted ahead of his contem-
poraries to Master Sergeant, went to Fort Benning where he became the senior non -
commissioned officer at the Airborne School. Here his duties focused on the training of all
new paratroopers in the Army. In November of 2006, he was reassigned to Tarleton State
University where he is the senior Military Science Instructor in their ROTC program. As he
says, Othere are 150 cadets in our program that
commissioning as officers in the US Army. They are all great young adults eager to serve.
We have a total of about 8,000 students at the university and our relationship as an ROTC
military program on campus is great. While there is no Air Force or Navy ROTC program,
there is a lot of interest in the opportunity afforded through the Army ROTC commissioning
option.

He went on to comment, ot he Sol di
|| day are smarter and just as eager to serve as generations of

“\\l the past. | tell the cadets and | tell others thinking about join-

ing the service that it is an excellent place to start, to mature,

AyJ|land to accomplish anything that you would like. | have en-

. |l oyed my Army experience i mmense.|
flthing differently. o

Continuing his past experience, Master Sergeant Lynch is
once again being promoted early to the rank of Sergeant Ma-
jor and will be attending the Army Sergeant Major School at
El Paso starting this summer. Soldiers who attain the distinc-
tion of being selected by the Department of the Army for par-
ticipation in the Sergeant Major program are the epitome of success in their chosen field.
There is no higher enlisted rank for enlisted Soldiers and there is no greater honor.

Wit hin t his rank ar e t wo designati ons; t he 0
0Sergeant Major. o6 Bot h pr o-ecomohissiored aficehleadenshis the | e v e
CSM is in a direct Soldier leadership position such as a Battalion or Brigade, while the Ser-

geant Major is generally the key enlisted member of staff elements at levels higher than bat-

talion. They both are looked up to with awe and respect by their fellow Soldiers. And that

should be no surprise to anyone who knows Chri
awe and respect because he has earned it every step of the way in his Army career.

Jerry Hogan is a retired US Army Lieutenant Colonel who volunteers to write these articles.
To have the story of your friend or relative told, please contact Jerry at jerry-
hogan@sbcglobal.net or 214-394-4033. His web site is www.themilitaryview.com




Long Ago Military

Indian Battles in 1861
From the Dallas News

By Frank Wristen

This company was composed of young men, Capt. Barry himself being at that time a com-
paratively young man. With us life was then in the romantic stage and at first our occupa-
tion was a sweet taste opfE=t=he A—g—8-5——¢ac-5—¢
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were kept sufficiently busy with scouting and

drilling to avoid the monotony that makes the sol-

di erds | ife a dread aro
countered no dangers and only pleasant experi-
ences.

und the post and

Game was plentiful and our commissary had only
to provide sufficient breadstuff for our supplies to
be abundant. We were stationed at Camp Cooper

early in the spring and the country was simply

one magnificent picture. Rains having been abun-
dant, the lakes and prairies were full of water,

and the grass was green and the trees were in full
leaf.

We had been at Camp Cooper perhaps two
months, nothing of interest or importance had
transpired and the rollicksome spirit that had
first entered into our lives as frontier guards was
now occasionally interspersed with the desire to
go back home and see the folks. We had made

Captain Buck Barry

we

had

several scouting expeditions into the surrounding
country and yet we had never seen Indians nor the sign of Indians and the prospects of our
doing any real service was not encouraging, and if there was anything we craved about that
time was military gl ory. oBut all t hings

One morning it began to rain. It was a chilly, gloomy , late spring rain. Of course the rain
had not caused the Captain to relax his military vigilance and sentinels had kept watch dur-
ing the entire day, one of these sentinels being kept on a mountain about one mile north of
the post. Soon after the storm closed the sentinel on the mountain turned in an Indian sig-
nal and then proceeded to turn himself in as fast as a Spanish pony could tumble down a
mountain side, and he scarcely reached the post when another picture came into view where
the sentinel had formerly stood, for there silhouetted against the receding clouds appeared
about two hundred Comanche Indians. How many, if any, Indians were in reserve we could

c ome



