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Vet to Vet

Another Way to Say Thanks
The Military View
By
Jerry Hogan
It’s hard to find ways to thank our servicemen and women no matter how hard we try.
Sure, we can walk up to a person in uniform at the airport, stick out our hand, and tell
t h e m
“Thanks
for your
service.”
It means
a lot to
them but
it doesn’t
let
each one
of
us
really exp re s s
h o w
much we
appreciate what
they are
doing for
u
s
Travis Mills, Bill Adair, Linda Weston
Americans.
Let me tell you about another opportunity you might want to consider.
In 1996, the local chapter of the Special Forces Association started a “Veteran-toVeteran” program to assist Spinal Cord injured veterans who are in the Veterans Hospital
in Dallas. On the last Wednesday of each month, former “Green Beret” Special Forces
Soldiers bring food, bingo games, and smiling faces to the Spinal Cord Ward to start the
evening activities.
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First it’s a fried chicken dinner in the patient’s room for every patient and every volunteer. This is followed with cash bingo with the cash coming from the Green Berets. Its
$2 and $5 win and the games continue until the money runs out. Usually a volunteer is
in each room with the injured veteran to help with both the meal and the games.
Making sure the injured veterans see young and happy smiling faces rather than only the
creased faces from the “white hair club” from which most of we Special Forces Soldiers
come from, local Junior ROTC cadets, Boy Scouts, and just friendly people also join in
the evening activities. Here is where you might consider another way of saying “Thank
You.”

Dennis Sheridan, Curtis Thompson, Merle Eckles, Claude
Church, Bill Adair, Lowell Jones, Mike Edwards
The VA Hospital is located at 4500 S. Lancaster in Dallas. Go I-30 to I
-45 South; take exit 279 for Loop 12, stay on Loop 12 to S Lancaster and turn right and
its half a mile up the road on the right. It all starts at 6:00pm in the Spinal Cord Injury
Ward. If you could be there a little early, it would be helpful.
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Mary Nuygen, Claude Church

“Banker” Curtis Thompson

No reservations for volunteering are needed, but if you want additional information, call
Bill Adair at bill.adair@verizon.net or 972-415-1888. If you want to bring your neighbors
or Girl Scout troop, that’s OK too
Jerry Hogan is a retired US Army Special Forces Lieutenant Colonel who volunteers to
write these articles. If you have a friend or relative whose story you would like to see
written, please contact Jerry at jerryhogan@sbcglobal.net or 214-394-4033. His web site
is www.themilitaryview.com
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Ben Lyons, Martin Brady

Jerry Jochum, Mike Edwards, Curtis Thompson, Claude Church, Linda
Weston, Dennis Sheridan, Bill Adair, Merle Eckles, Martin Brady, Ben
Lyons, Lowell Jones ,Travis Mills, Mary Nuygen, Sam Wylie
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Audie Murphy was the recipient of America's highest decoration known as the
r. OAudie Murphy was the recipient of America's highest decoration known as the Medal of Honor. Originally authorized by congress during the Civil War this medal has had several versions since 1862. This particular version was authorized for the Army in 1904 and is known as the "Gillespie" version. It was issued to Medal of Honor recipients in
the Army through the end of World War II but was later replaced with another, more recent version. ri as the

"Gillespie" version. It was issued to Medal of Honor recipients in the Army through the end of World War II
but was later replaced with another, more recent version.

Medal of Honor Orders

General Orders No. 65

WAR DEPARTMENT
Washington 25, D.C., 9 August 1945
From Special Warfare Magazine

MEDAL OF HONOR - Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Section 1

Volume
Page
141 Issue 5

Page 14

SOCKOR “Friendship Jump”
From: Larry Greene [mailto:larrygreene@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2009 4:54 PMAirborne in Korea ! ! ! !
It was a chilly day in Seoul when I left my temporary quarters at the Dragon Hill Lodge at the post where I am
stationed in Korea. Special Operations Command – Korea (SOCKOR) was making a “Friendship Jump” with
members of the Korean Special Forces. Just after daylight we arrived at the drop zone where we planned to
make the jump south of Seoul. The thermometer registered a little below freezing. Shortly thereafter we had
a light snow – just a few snowflakes that did not stick even though the ground was hard. The jump was to be
made from Army CH-47 Chinook helicopters. Due to poor visibility at the helo airfield the choppers pushed
back their takeoff and soon cancelled due to deteriorating weather at the departure airfield. Weather
conditions at our location on the drop zone were much better. The skies were not totally clear but the ceiling
was high enough to provide favorable conditions for a parachute jump. Several of us walked up to the drop
zone (DZ) to look it over. The DZ lies in a valley located in a hilly area but was covered with broom sage and
other soft foliage – an ideal place to land.
A Korean airborne class was being conducted on the same drop zone where we were scheduled to
jump. We were able to watch the students and their aircraft as we made our preparations. The training of the
airborne class was reminiscent of the school at Ft. Benning, Georgia that I attended in 1968. Except their
jump aircraft was the gondola underneath a helium blimp. We watched as the Koreans took the two blimps
from the hangar and moved them to the DZ. The blimps make an ideal jump aircraft as they are much less
expensive than high-performance aircraft to operate and they are maintained in the vicinity of the DZ so they
are always available to jump. We had the opportunity to watch the Korean airborne students as they made
their exits from the gondolas.
After our Chinooks were cancelled we were offered the blimps to make our Friendship Jump. So we
chuted up and walked to where the blimps were tethered to their winches on trucks. Each of our lifts
consisted of three U.S. paratroopers and three Korean paratroopers. I was on the first lift of our group. We
climbed aboard the gondolas which were made of aluminum tubing and yellow canvas with a hard floor. The
door consisted of a canvas or nylon strap across the opening at one end of the gondola. We hooked our
static lines to the anchor line cable as we climbed aboard the gondola. The ride to 1500 feet took two or
three minutes and provided a breathtaking panorama of the South Korean countryside. Unlike the fixed wing
and rotary wing aircraft I am used to jumping, this ride to altitude was silent. The jump commands were also
abbreviated from those I was used to in heavier-than-air aircraft. The SOCKOR Command Sergeant Major
pointed out several points of interest to me on the way up and got me oriented to the countryside. The
jumpmaster dropped the strap from across the end of the gondola and the jumper in front of me “stood in the
door”. At the jumpmaster’s tap the jumper took one easy step and dropped away from the gondola. I
stepped to the edge of the gondola and looked at the countryside almost one-third of a mile below. Three
seconds later the jumpmaster tapped me and I followed the first jumper into the sky over South Korea. I did
my opening, six-second count in silence so I could hear the chute and suspension lines as they were pulled
from the pack tray by the static line and the canopy billowed above my head. The opening was the softest,
most stable parachute opening I have ever had. There was no opening shock like I was used to when exiting
a C-130 or C-141 but just a soft slowing down as the canopy inflated. I reached up for the toggle lines that
provide control of the parachute and steered for a large area of broom sage to give me a soft landing. The
ride down was long enough to give me a riveting view of the drop zone and countryside. There was almost
no wind on the DZ so I hit the ground going forward rather than slightly backward – my preferred

direction of drift while landing. But any jump you can walk away from is a good landing in my book.
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SOCKOR “Friendship Jump”
After landing I rolled up my parachute, stuffed it in the aviator kit bag and joined the other jumpers for a “Kodak Moment”. Then we moved to the parachute turn-in area. The Koreans had a charcoal grill fired up with baked sweet potatoes for an after-jump treat. After we enjoyed our baked
sweet potatoes and swapped our jump stories with each other and our Korean counterparts we had
an Airborne Badge ceremony. Our U.S. commanding general and Korean commanding general
pinned our respective airborne badges on each other and then the rest of us pinned U.S. parachute
badges on our Korean counterparts and they pinned Korean airborne badges on us. The ceremony
and badge pinnings highlighted the camaraderie between the Special Operations soldiers of the Korean and U.S. armies.
The photos at the Shutterfly website depict the experience of the day. In the first photos you will see
the two helium blimps being taken from the hangar and moved to the DZ as well as Korean paratroops preparing for their jump. Then you will see the jumpers making their exits from the blimp gondolas. In the 14th photo you will see me with some of the Special Forces soldiers I serve with. I am
in the middle wearing a green beret. In subsequent photos you will see me wearing a helmet and
standing with other U.S. and Korean soldiers. In pix 43 – 47 you will see us enjoying the baked
sweet potatoes. Pix 56 – 63 show the U.S. and Korean Special Forces commanding generals pinning our respective airborne badges on each other. The following photos were made when we were
swapping airborne badges with our Korean counterparts.
Best Regards from the Land of the Morning Calm -----Larry
Click the link below after you read the text to view photos I made on November 20, 2008
http://share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome?sid=0BctmjNw0ZMncQ

Editors note: Copy and paste the above address into your browser for the pictures.
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FROM THE CHAPTER CHAPLAIN
Almost daily we hear the disheartening news that another one, two, three, and even four of our troops
have lost their lives through an ambush of some sort In Iraq and Afghanistan. After the 9/11 tragedy voices across
our land have sung “God Bless America” with renewed interest and intensity. Rather than sing this song from memory, let’s take a close look at the words we have been singing . . . .
”While the storm clouds gather far across the sea,
Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free.
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair,
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer.
God Bless America
Land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God Bless America
My home sweet home.
God Bless America
My home sweet home.”
by Irving Berlin
As we celebrate Independence Day this 4 th let us remember the sacrifices that our fore-fathers made to
make this great nation free, let’s also not forget the sacrifices that our men and women are making to keep us free
and safe. With that in mind take a moment to ask yourself this questions, “Have I ceased to fervently pray for our
men and women who are still in harms way in Iraq and Afghanistan?” As important as our prayers were during the
actual war, they are needed as much today. Perhaps our men and women are meeting harm’s way more so because we Believer’s have let up on our prayers for their protection.
“The effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16
Evangelist and founder of Christ For The Nations Institute of Dallas, Gordon Lindsay, once spoke,
“Prevailing prayer is the one means that will change the world. And as for the intercessor himself, he who makes
prayer a business, will be able to look back at the end of the years and have the certain knowledge that his life has
been a successful life.”
Let’s join together in agreement to continue our place on our knees before a mighty living God and raise
our voices in a solemn prayer . . .”Heavenly Father, we petition you this day on behalf of our men and women serving our country in Iraq, Afghanistan, and even other remote areas of this earth. We ask that you release the forces
of Heaven to act on the behalf of those who are striving to establish and preserve the freedoms that are new in
Iraq and Afghanistan. We are asking that the “light from above”. . . Jesus Christ . . . shines brightly in the darkness,
stand beside and guide our men and women, and protect them from the enemy. Bring them all home in your perfect timing to the land that is free . . . our home sweet home. God, we ask that you BLESS AMERICA.”
AMEN
In His Love,
Mike Chaplain

Chapter Calendar
Vet-to-Vet is at VA Spinal Injury Ward 1800 hours on July 29th
November 11th is the annual fundraiser at Dick’s Last Resort
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
The National Convention is over and things are getting back to normal for me, but and I do hate to keep
harping on the same subject, but as we move forward with our fund raising project, Phil and the crew could
still use some help. Folks, remember, this chapter is only as good as the participation.
We run the chapter all year long on one fund raising event, and for those that would say, have more, they have
not been involved in what it takes to raise money. It is time consuming and at times frustrating. One of our
biggest expenses is our Montangard Project, so our annual fund raiser must be hugely successful.
We have had a few former members start to return to the fold, again, this is the result of a few current members talking to these folks. If you know someone that has dropped out, talk to them and try and get them to
renew their membership. We need the support, not just financial, but participation..I know the vast majority
of you work full time and don't have a lot of spare time, but anytime will be appreciated.
Once again, if you have contact with or work in a large Corporation, and might be able to get them to donate,
please let Phil, Jerry or Linda know...Well, enough on the soapbox.
Wishing each and every one of you a safe and enjoyable Independence day......
De Oppresso Liber
Ron

CHAPTER OFFICERS
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